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THIS IS WHAT IT’S ALL ABOUT: 


November 1971 Nox 8 
The Hospttal for Spectal Surgery for the Staff & Personnel 


“CLELTA” 


by Edtth Ramos and Margaret Ryan 


One day last January, Mr. Young, 
Vice President, Administration, 
received an appealing letter from 
Father Alvarez, Don Bosco College, 
Quito, Ecuador, pleading 
for medical assistance for 
a 12-year old girl named 
Clelia, who had been hos- 
pitalized for two years 
with a hip infection. 
Father Alvarez had visited 
the child in the hospital 
and learned that both her 
parents were also hospital-¥% 
ized--her mother with an 4 
amputation of the left leg 
and her father with an 
infection. Clelia is one 
of eight children living 
in extremely poor circum- 
stances far from the city 
Gieou1to. 


Mr. Young requested a medical 
summary which he discussed with 
Drs. Patterson and Doherty, and they 
agreed to try to help the girl. With 
his usual concern for any handicapped 
child, anywhere, Mr. Young agreed to 
provide the necessary hospitalization 
for evaluation and care, and inter- 
ested people in Quito provided for 
her transportation. Our Social 
Service Department was alerted and 
arrangements were made for Edith 
Ramos, a Spanish-speaking Casework 
Assistant, to meet Clelia at 
Kennedy International Airport and 
bring her to the Hospital by ambu- 
tance: on March 20, 1971. 


Because the source of her infec~- 
tion was unknown, it was necessary 
for Clelia to be placed in” isofa 
tion for about ten days. To lessen 
ow, her loneliness, and because 
mm she did not speak English, 
Miss Ramos visited her daily. 
- But Clelia is a very unusual 

girl. She must have been 
| raised with considerable 
| love and security despite 
the family's material pov- 
erty and her prolonged ill- 
ness, because she was able 
to relate so well to every- 
one with no shyness. 
Surgery was performed on 
March 3,0 197L. andiaesecond 
time on May 19, 1971 with 
f the usual post-operative 
# discomfort. But Clelia was 
not complaining. She made 
no demands upon the staff 
and was most appreciative of every- 
thing that was done for her. Her 
own personality was like a magnet 
drawing people to her. She smiled 
engagingly instead of pouting, 
became the most popular girl on the 
floor, and made numerous friends. 
The devotion of the nurses left her 
unspoiled. Clelia attended the 
Hospital school and recreation; and, 
within about two months, she was 
beginning to converse in English. 


--conttnued on next page-- 


"CLELIA” continued-- 


Dr. Lim had noted that Clelia's 
lovely front teeth were infected 
and recommended that Clelia not 
be discharged with this possible 
foci of infection which could cause 
problems later. Mr. Young did not 
hesitate to assist with the neces- 
sary but expensive dental correc- 
tion, and Clelia made daily visits 
to a dentist on the staff of The 
New York Hospital. 


Clelia was hospitalized from 
March 20, 1971 to September 3, 1971; 
and in spite of the comparative 
affluence of her surroundings, the 
attention from the staff and volun- 
teers, the many gifts she received, 
she never lost her longing for 
her family. She continued her 
correspondence with them and was 
impatient for news from then. 


Before her discharge, Miss Ramos 
accompanied Clelia on a sightseeing 
tour of Manhattan, and some of the 
nurses treated her to movies and 
shopping tours. 


On September 3, 1971, Clelia, 
with her "pepsodent smile", 


beautifully dressed in a fashion- 
able navy blue pantsuit (a gift 
from one of her many admirers), 
left with Miss Judith Mahler of 

the Recreation Department, who was 
flying to Quito for vacations 
Clelia was standing tall, walking 
with the aid of only a cane and an 
elevated shoe, and thanked everyone 
for their kindness. 


Ons October 2, U97]),.Mrp..Cums 
received a very grateful letter 
from Father Alvarez accompanied by 
a picture of Clelia with her parents 
and younger sister standing in the 
doorway of their small home outside 
Guitcor 


"Truly I say to you as you did tt 
to one of the least of these my 
brethren, you did tt to me." 


Matthew 25:40 


The Hospital for Special Surgery 
has a pre-Christmas treat for men and women. 
Bonwit Teller will preview its famous 721 Club, 
filled with tempting and special gifts, 

POLes UstetwoO days prior to its public opening... 
the only two days out of the season that their 
strict men-only rule will not apply. 

The Occasion: 

A SHOPPING EVENT 
TORBENER LT 
THE HOSPITAL FOR SPECIAL SURGERY 


BUFFET AND DRINKS SERVED ALL DAY 
Tuesday, November 30 


Wednesday, December 1 
OU aed 3 1 Or Sc 0p ain. 
DomiOinsus:. 
Bring your Christmas list, large or 
small, and we'll do the rest. 
Bonwit's will contribute a generous percentage 
of sales on these two days to 


The Hospital for Special Surgery. 


A letter to The Editors: Medical Children and Youth Program 
(C & Y) of the Roosevelt Hospital. 
Dear Editors: 


Yours sincerely, 
In a previous edition (June '71l), 


you announced the opening of the Lucie Rudd, M. D. 
first evening clinic at HSS as being (Asst. Attending 
the first one in New York City. As Pedtatrtctan-HSS) 
the long-suffering chief of the 

Adolescent Clinic in the Department And tn reply: 

of Pediatrics at Roosevelt Hospital, 

I would like to let you know that R & C reader Rudd is correct. 
Our clinic meets three times a week Truth of the matter is that HSS 
at 4:00 p.m. and usually lasts until is the first voluntary hospital 
7500 °0r 8:00 p.m. or even very in New York City to open a general 
Occasionally 9:00 p.m. This clinic orthopedic night clinic. Thanks 
has been in existence since 1966 and to Dr. Rudd for bringing this to 
is now part of the Comprehensive our attention. 


--Monroe A. Hovey 
Assoe. Dtrector 


HINTS ‘N HAPPENINGS FOR THE 
HOLIDAYS: 


Getting set for the holidays? 

As you make up your shopping list, 
don't forget the many discount 
advantages available through the 
Consumer Buying Service. HSS em- 
ployees are already reporting 
substantial savings On major pur- 
chases including a color TV, wall- 
to-wall carpeting and a room of 
furniture to name a few. 


Mark your calendar for these up 
and coming dates: 


December 6: HSS Bowling Party 


Can you "Spare" an evening? You 
might even make a lucky "strike!" 
That's bowling lingo for "Come to 
the Bowling Party:" HSS bowlers 
are gathering on Monday evening, 
December 6th at the Brunswick 

East End bowling alley to organize 
teams for the HSS Bowling League. 
For this special meeting, bowling, 
shoes, and supper are on the house 
--a promotional gesture on the 
bowling alley's part to encourage 
interest and help teams get 
started. 


After that it's team-bowling each 
Monday evening. Cost per evening 
is $3.00 including three"lines, " 
Or games, with season-end festiv- 
ities and trophies for high scor- 
ing teams and players. 


All HSS employees are invited to 
the Bowling Party. If you plan 

to come, please leave your name 
with Mrs. Hedi White, X26l, to re- 
serve a place. If you plan to 
bowl with the HSS League but can- 
not attend the party, also give 
your name to Mrs. White. Bowling 
is fun and very easy to learn. 
Plan to join a team. 


Party: Monday, December 6 
EAST END BOWL 
SO2s haste SOch est. 
N.Y.C. (Near York Ave.) 
5:45 pm 


Dec. 28 and 29: Annual 
Blood Drive 


The HSS Blood Program, which is 


made possible through the annual 
blood donations of employees, 
covers ALL HSS employees and 
their families for any blood 
needs for a year. ("Family" in- 
cludes spouse, children, parents, 
parents-in-law, unmarried 
brothers and sisters.) 


Because all employees are inclu- 
ded in this coverage, it is the 
hospital's goal that every HSS 
employee will volunteer to do- 
nate during the Annual Blood 
Drive. 


Giving blood is easy and re- 
quires little more than one 
hour of your time Tuesday after 
noon, December 28 or Wednesday 
morning, December 29. Donations 
made at this time contribute 
not only to the HSS Blood Pro- 
gram, but also to replenishing 
the city's blood supply which 
is always extremely low during 
the holidays. 


Be sure to volunteer when your 
department's Blood Drive Captain 
comes around. You may also 
contact Personnel, X26l. 


Sales and Bazaars at neighboring 
hospitals might be worth looking 
into for Holiday Shopping. The 
NY Hospital League is sponsoring 
a sale of original graphic art 
works on December 8 and 9 from 
12 noon to 9 pm in the Nurse's 
Residence Auditorium. Prices 
start at $5 and include many 
name artists. Memorial Hos- 
pital's Christmas Bazaar 
promises "fantastic merchandise 
and bargains galore! Sandwiches 
and coffee are on sale too for 
lunch-time browsing on Dec. 2 
and 3 from 10 am to 6:30 pm in 
Sloan House. Happy Shopping! 


Set 


‘GOOD SHOW’, DR. PATTERSON! 


Your Editors recently received 
a letter from Dr. S. N. Eichenholtz 
which we'd like to share with 'R&C' 
readers: 


"In 1946, morale in the 
Orthopedic Department at the 
Veterans' Hospital in the Bronx 
was at its lowest ebb. Dr. Fred 
Bankroft, who was then the General 
Surgical Consultant, persuaded 
Seeeritlap D.' Wilson, Sr. to take 
over the Orthopedic Service. One 
of Dr. Wilson's first appointments 
was to persuade Dr. Robert L. 
Patterson, Jr. to become one of 


our Attending Orthopedists. His Our own Dr. Patterson 
valuable contributions to the 

Orthopedic Service during the time Those of us who have worked 

in which he continued in that at the Veterans Hospital are ever- 
capacity are beyond reckoning. He lastingly grateful to Dr. Patterson 
has maintained his interest in the for his support and contributions 
Orthopedic Department of the to the well-being of our service..." 


Veterans" Hospital continuously up 
to the present time. 


Several weeks ago, on a date 
which marked the 25th anniversary 
of his first appearance at the 
Veterans' Administration Hospital 
in the Bronx, I took these pictures. 
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